RECALLED FROM BOULOGNE                             183
For these ceremonies Surrey was appointed, together with
the Duke of Norfolk and Cranmer, to take the most honorable
offices. Four persons were selected to provide horses, with foot-
stools, for the French Admiral. These four were the King, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Duke of Norfolk, and the Earl
of Surrey.52 In the order of precedence in which the nobility
were arranged Surrey was ranked with the Princesses Maty
and Elizabeth, a distinction which must have added to his en-
joyment of the festivities. Especially, one may surmise, did he
enjoy the ceremonial reception of the French Ambassadors.
There the peers of England stood in a line for all to see the
order of precedence. As Lord High Chamberlain, Surrey's
enemy, the Earl of Hertford, wras first of the Earls. But Surrey,
as the eldest son of a Duke, preceded him. The French Ambas-
sadors, whose countrymen always found Surrey's conduct de-
lightful, sought his company upon every occasion, and while
entertaining his guests, the King also showed Surrey every pos-
sible mark of favor.
That the King was at this time in sympathy with the schemes
of Surrey's enemies to destroy him is impossible. In his later
life Henry VIII never bothered to hide his feelings. He showed
his anger when he felt it, and he never feigned confidence which
he did not have in a subject. Nevertheless, the departure of the
French Ambassadors Extraordinary ended the last celebration
in which Surrey played an important part which was pleasing
to himself.
52 B.M., Cotton MS. Otho. C. XIV; see Nott, p. bonds.